A LA DECOUVERTE @ DISCOVER
DELUNIVERS =% THEUNIVERSE

Annual Report 2024

Image: Kaél Boutet-Duval



This year was nothing short of extraordinary.

From the awe-inspiring total solar eclipse in April to the continued development of new programs
and resources, 2024 was a year of both reflection and momentum. We deepened our relationships
with educators across Canada, expanded our reach through hands-on workshops and national
conferences, and laid the groundwork for major new initiatives launching in 2025 and beyond.

Highlights from the year include our largest
public education effort to date during the
eclipse, a growing focus on in-person outreach,
the ongoing development of micro-credentials
for educators, and the development of Cosmic
Foundations —hands-on science kits grounded in
equity and accessibility. We also celebrated a
major honour for our Director, Julie
Bolduc-Duval, who was named one of L'actualité’s
people of the year for her leadership in science
education surrounding the eclipse.

Aurora, May 2024

As always, we are grateful to the educators, partners, and funders who

make our work possible. Whether you've been with us since the beginning or joined us for the first
time this year, thank you for helping us bring astronomy education to classrooms and communities
across the country.

We invite you to explore the highlights of 2024 and join us in looking to the stars —and the future.

ECLIPSE 2024: A MOMENT T0 REMEMBER

The total solar eclipse of April 8, 2024, was a rare astronomical event—and our most ambitious
initiative to date.

Through a combination of online training, in-person workshops, and classroom-ready resources,
we supported thousands of educators in preparing their students to safely observe and
understand the eclipse. Our small team coordinated national efforts, distributed more than
300,000 eclipse glasses across six provinces, and trained more than 4,000 educators, with both
digital and in-person outreach.




We were especially proud to collaborate with Indigenous astronomers to develop multilingual
resources highlighting cultural perspectives on eclipses, and to lead national and provincial
education committees ensuring aligned efforts across the country.

This project showcased how curiosity and collaboration can spark learning on a massive scale. You
can read the full Eclipse Report for a deeper look at our impact, reach, and the partnerships that
made it all possible.

“The experience of totality was profound... Your resources made it possible.”
— Educator, Toronto

ONLINE REACH AND ENGAGEMENT

As a primarily online organization, our digital platforms remain central to how we connect with
educators, share resources, and inspire curiosity about the universe. In 2024, we continued to grow
our online presence across multiple channels —through webinars, newsletters, social media, and
website traffic— ensuring that teachers and learners across Canada could access astronomy
education no matter where they are.

Below are some key metrics highlighting our online engagement in 2024.

@

88.6k 9.3k 6.5k 5.5k 3.9k 104.4k
unique visits subscribers followers subscribers registrants total reach

Together, these numbers reflect more than just clicks or views; they represent a growing, engaged
community of educators and science enthusiasts across the country. We're grateful for every
teacher who shared our content, every student who looked up at the sky because of our resources,
and every partner who helped us extend our digital reach. As we look ahead, we're excited to
keep building this momentum and reaching even more learners in 2025 and beyond.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SOTcChdEMwFGNI4x1r0usfsCrvRVe8K7/view?usp=drive_link

BEYOND THE STARS: ROOTED IN CULTURE AND CURIOSITY

Student image of The Pinwheel Galaxy, located 21 million
light-years away.

Throughout 2024, Beyond the Stars brought
hands-on astronomy education to remote and
Indigenous communities across Canada. In
collaboration with the Trottier Institute for Research
on Exoplanets and led by project manager Heidi
White, the program blends Western science with
local knowledge and cultural traditions through a
place-based, co-designed approach.

From virtual workshops in Nunavut to in-person
activities in Québec and Ontario, participants
explored the night sky using remote telescopes,
created astrophotography images, and engaged in
culturally grounded storytelling. Rooted in the

principle of Two-Eyed Seeing (Etuaptmumk), the program fosters curiosity, creativity, and
connection—making science feel both personal and relevant.

Learn more about this unique program on our website: Beyond the Stars

REACHING EDUCATORS WHERE THEY ARE

While much of our work is online, 2024 saw a renewed
focus on in-person outreach, strengthening our
connections with teachers, schools, and science

education partners across Canada.

Building on momentum from our eclipse work in Atlantic (
Canada, CJ Woodford travelled to Newfoundland and
Labrador for a series of school visits and led a teacher e Wl & Q%’{\
workshop in Saint John's, Newfoundland, in

collaboration with Let's Talk Science.
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Meanwhile, Julie Bolduc-Duval visited schools in CJ drove all over Newfoundland!
lles-de-la-Madeleine, delivering classroom
presentations and hosting a teacher workshop at the local secondary school.



https://www.discovertheuniverse.ca/beyond-stars

We also took part in key conferences, including STAO (Science Teachers' Association of Ontario) in
Burlington (November), AESTQ (Association pour I'enseignement de la science et de |a
technologie au Québec, October) and AQEP (Association québécoise des enseignantes et des
enseignants du primaire, November) in St-Hyacinthe, Québec.

These events provided invaluable opportunities to reconnect with long-time collaborators and
meet new educators, many of whom were directly supported during our eclipse initiative.

We continued sharing our expertise at public science events, and our national leadership in eclipse
education led to invitations to present at conferences at provincial, national, and even international
events!

From remote schools to major science education forums, our goal remained the same: to support
and inspire educators with resources, knowledge, and meaningful conversations.

A MOMENT OF RECOGNITION: JULIE BOLDUC-DUVAL NAMED
PERSONNALITE DE LANNEE BY LACTUALITE

In a powerful recognition of her lifelong dedication to science
education, Julie Bolduc-Duval, founder and director of
Discover the Universe, was named one of L’actualité’s
Personnalités de I'année in 2024.

The profile, published in this prestigious French-language
magazine, highlights Julie’s visionary leadership in astronomy
education, particularly her role in preparing educators and the
public for the 2024 total solar eclipse. The article showcases Photo: Rodolphe Beaulieu for Lactualité
her commitment to equity, outreach, and lifelong learning.

This recognition is more than personal, it affirms the national importance of Discover the Universe's
mission. Julie's work exemplifies how a small, passionate team can change the landscape of
science education in Canada, reaching thousands of educators and hundreds of thousands of
students with meaningful, inclusive, and inspiring learning experiences.

Read the full profile here: Julie Bolduc-Duval — Vivre I’éclipse (L'actualité)



https://lactualite.com/sante-et-science/julie-bolduc-duval-vivre-leclipse/

WHAT'S NEXT: BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

As we reflect on a remarkable year, we're equally excited about what's in development and on the
horizon. At Discover the Universe, our commitment to accessible, meaningful astronomy
education continues to evolve through innovative initiatives that extend our reach, deepen
engagement, and respond to the changing needs of educators across Canada.

We're filled with gratitude for the educators who bring our resources to life, for the students who
remind us why this work matters, and for the partners and funders who continue to believe in the
power of accessible science education.

2024 showed us what's possible when inspiration meets opportunity. From the shared wonder of
the eclipse to the quiet joy of classroom discovery, we saw how astronomy can connect us, ground

us, and expand our view of what's possible.

We look ahead with optimism and purpose, committed to deepening our impact, honouring
diverse perspectives, and continuing to spark curiosity across Canada and beyond.
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